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DR. TERRY J. MANDEL

FAMILY PRACTICE, BOARD CERTIFIED

11043 SPICE LANE

FISHERS, IN 46037


Telephone: (317) 965-2816

E-mail: tjmandel@sbcglobal.net


June 14, 2023

Nicholas G. Alexiou, Attorney at Law

Isaacs & Isaacs Law Firm

1601 Business Center Court

Louisville, KY 40299

RE:
Samantha Gray

Dear Mr. Alexiou:

Per your request for an Independent Medical Evaluation on your client, Samantha Gray, please note the following medical letter.

On 06/14/23, I performed an Independent Medical Evaluation. I reviewed an extensive amount of medical records as well as multiple photographs both before and after. I took the history directly from the patient via telephone. A physical examination was not performed. A doctor-patient relationship was not established.

The patient is a 31-year-old female, weight 150 pounds and height 5’5” tall. The patient was involved in a severe dog bite injury on or about 02/25/2023. She was delivering a package for Amazon and was bit by an unrestrained German Shepherd. This occurred on the porch. She was bit in the back of her left leg. She was bit approximately three times with several bites and lacerations of the left posterior aspect of her thigh. She tried to walk away and use Mace, but she was bit three times.

Despite treatment, present day the patient still is having problems. She has numbness and a diminished sensation as well as pain when she stands for prolonged periods of time. She considers the scars disfiguring and unsightly. Her left posterior thigh lower aspect has approximately 10-15% skin involvement. She has numbness with diminished sensation and it is described as a continuous shooting type pain. It is worse with prolonged activity. 
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It ranges in intensity from a good day of 6/10 to a bad day of 8/10. The average duration is approximately five hours per day. It is also described as a throbbing and shooting type pain. It radiates down the leg to the toes. Part of the thigh is numb. She is unable to wear shorts because of her self-consciousness. She needs to cover up because of this. She does not wear a swim suit in public.

Treatment Timeline: The timeline of treatment as best recollected by the patient was that she was seen that day in the emergency room at Daviess County Emergency Room. She was given antibiotics and because she was pregnant, she was seen in the obstetric area of the emergency room. She was released and did have followup and was advised that her wound was healing. X-rays were deferred because of her pregnancy.

Activities of daily living are affected as follows: The patient has problems with sports such as playing soccer, standing for greater than an hour, working out, riding horses, long walks greater than a mile, playing in the park with her children, wearing a swimsuit, wearing shorts, and any type of revealing clothing due to her self-consciousness and disfiguring scars.

Medications: Denies other than over-the-counter medicines for this condition.

Present Treatment: Present treatment for this condition includes Icy Hot, elevation, over-the-counter medicines, wraps and cover-ups.

Past Medical History: Denies.

Past Surgical History: Denies.

Past Traumatic Medical History: History reveals the patient never had a significant injury to her left upper leg in the past. She did fracture one of her foot, but it is not sure which one, at age 12, but it did heal without any permanency or prolonged problem. The patient has not had any other prior skin condition or scars. She did sustain a dog bite in the 3rd grade in her back area. This did heal without problems or scars. As a delivery person, she has never had prior dog bites. She has not had prior law suites. She has not been in any serious automobile accidents. The patient has not had prior work injuries.

Occupational History: Her occupation is that of a delivery person for Amazon packages, part time. She has tried to return but she could not continue to perform this job because of the anxiety and panic attacks at this time. The anxiety and panic attacks were not treated by physicians.
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Review of Records: I reviewed multiple medical records and would like to comment on some of the pertinent studies.
· Report from Daviess County Sheriff report dated 02/26/2023 states on 02/25/2023 approximately 3:01 p.m. Daviess County Central Dispatch received a call regarding a dog bite. An Amazon Flex delivery driver reported she has been bitten by a dog and was over 30 weeks pregnant.
· Emergency room records from Daviess Community Hospital dated 02/26/2023 relate a 30-year-old female presents to the emergency room after she sustained a dog bite to the left thigh just prior to arrival, she is also having abdominal cramping and she is 31 weeks pregnant.

On examination of the skin, they noticed a dog bite to the left thigh with multiple puncture wounds. It was cleaned by the ambulance crew. There was bruising to the left thigh. Two circular areas on the thigh with multiple puncture wounds.

Diagnosis is dog bite to the left thigh with puncture wounds. She was given an immunization and the antibiotic Augmentin.
· Records from Daviess Community Hospital Telehealth dated 03/07/2023: A 30-year-old female who has been bitten by an animal. She has had drainage a few days from the wound, but none recently. 

On physical examination, there are puncture sites healing well with scabs and bruising is fading.

After review of all the medical records and taking the patient’s history, I have found that all our treatment as outlined above and for which she has sustained as a result of dog bite of 02/25/2023 were all appropriate, reasonable, and medically necessary.

Diagnostic Assessments by Dr. Mandel: 

1. Multiple disfiguring scars of the left posterior thigh from multiple dog bite puncture wounds.

2. Neuropathy of the left leg.

3. Anxiety with panic attacks.

The above three diagnoses are directly caused by the dog bite in question of 02/25/2023.
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At this time, I am rendering an impairment rating. Utilizing the book “Guides to the Evaluation of Permanent Impairment, 6th Edition” by the AMA, referring you to table 8-2, the patient qualifies for a 5% whole body impairment. The basis for this 5% whole body impairment is strictly and totally a direct result of the dog bite of 02/25/2023.

Future medical expenses will include the following: The patient will need continuing ongoing topical and oral analgesics at an estimated cost of $90 a month for the remainder of her life. The patient will need scar revision surgeries for multiple puncture and scar wounds of the left upper thigh. Total cost of these revisions would be approximately 85,000 dollars. This expense is all-inclusive of hospital, anesthesia, as well as physician expenses. 

I have not provided medical care or any treatment for this claimant. I have not made any referrals or advised any treatment. I have reviewed the medical records as well as multiple photographs and obtained the history directly from the patient, but have not performed a physical examination. The purpose of this was to do an Independent Medical Evaluation based upon the records. We have not entered into a doctor-patient relationship. 

The above opinions are based solely on the information provided and mentioned above and they are expressed within a reasonable degree of medial certainty based upon the scientific principals accepted in the medical community.

I am dual board certified in both family practice and also osteopathic medicine. I have over 40 years experience in these types of cases. The patient gave me oral and informed consent to conduct this review and share my findings with any party who requests this information.

If I could be of any further assistance, please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely yours,

Terry Mandel, D.O.
TM/gf
